
Advanced Art: Expand on various art techniques used to create works of art.  
Learn how to properly use artistic tools to enhance work. Learn 
the basics of perspective, color, shading, and sculpture.   

Advanced Three Dimensional Art: Learn the steps it takes to 
transform a two dimensional drawing into a three dimensional 
object. Help design and assist on school projects, and props for 
book fair, school plays, and community activities. 

~Visual Arts~ 

 Media Studios Production: Use video and film making skills to create videos using 
different software [Cyberlink, Windows Movie Maker and iMovie]. From  
pre-production to post -production,  all aspects of video/film making will be 
covered.  TV Studio’s green screen room will be used to create a weekly talk 

  show. Be on camera or behind the scenes! Create your own talk show! 

Computer Graphics Inc:  Explore ways to communicate with others. Students will be 
using various software such as Adobe Photo Shop, Weebly, Online Graphic Generator, 
Imgflip, Gifmaker.me, and MS Publisher to produce and publish school wide 
flyers, handouts, and signs!  Students will use a cutting device… the Cricut 
machine and design space to create personal cards and signs. Students will 
learn various techniques for computer graphic design, as well as publish work. 
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~Music~ 
World Music Drumming: Join us for this "hands-on" cross-cultural learning experience. 
Learn drumming techniques, sing lots of great songs with accompaniments and 
movement, and connect African and Latin American cultural traditions to the 
music performed.  
8th Grade Guitar:   Learn the basics of guitar playing while discovering popular  
music styles of the 20th century. We will learn new chords, new strumming 
 patterns, and how to add a bass line.  The marking period will begin with 1960's 
folk music  and end with a song of your choice!  

~Computers~ 



A d di t i o na l   

8 t h  g ra de  E l e ct i v e s  

At the end of each of these courses, students 
will have an opportunity to show off what they 

have worked on in front of an audience. 

Acting 8th – In this class, actors will explore 
the basic principles of movement, voice, 
staging, make-up, costumes and props as the 
tools an actor uses to communicate a 
character.  Through theatre games, 
improvisations, monologues and scenes, 
students will learn how to transform 
themselves into a variety of characters.   
Directing and Theatre Production  8th–  
From audition to audience, learn how a written 
script is transformed into live theatre – from 
outside of the spotlight!  Through a variety of 
classroom games and activities, students will 
learn about how a director  creates a vision 
and collaborates with the design team and 
actors to create a performance.    

Musical Theatre – In this class, we will 
rehearse scenes and songs from popular 
Broadway musicals to explore the changing 
role that song and dance have played in 
American Musical Theatre.  Students will also 
participate in the creation of a  “mini-musical.”   

 

~Drama~ ~STEAM~ 
Creative Design Lab 8- This exciting course  
focuses on solving real-world problems using skills 
and experiences developed in Applied Technology, 
as well as in the core academic classes.  Topics 
range from structures design to biotechnology, 
and we apply the engineering design process to 
test solutions using student-created proto-
types.  We will develop students' abilities to 
collaborate in small groups, and will use tools such 
as Computer-Aided Design (CAD) to create three-
dimensional models.  Increased focus is placed on 
aesthetics, and making products that please a  
target market. 

Programming 8— 
Building on the seventh grade Programming  
experience, this course takes coding to real-world 
applications using micro-controller technology.   
Students will be able to program devices to  
activate lights, motors, buzzers and other  
components to control light, sound and motion in 
their designs.  The use of sensor technology is 
 introduced, so projects can react to changes in 
temperature, pressure, sound and light.  We'll  
further develop coding skills and terminology, and 
then make the connection to creating devices that 
sense and influence the real world. 



~Forens ic  Sc ience~  

8 t h gra de  E l e ct i v e s  

Are you fascinated by the ocean and its creatures?  Are you interested in studying about 
marine life and ocean issues? In this Ocean Science Elective class, we will be studying topics 
like echolocation, sharks and sea turtles, adaptation, and  ecosystems such as coral reefs 
and artificial reefs. Did you know that there are dozens 
of subway cars, hundreds of army tanks and shipwrecks 
off the coast of New Jersey that provide refuge for 
1000's of marine organisms ?  We will also be exploring 
what the Coast Guard does, how the sea floor is explored 
and causes of ocean pollution, like the two piles of floating 
plastic that are the size of Texas in the Pacific 
Ocean. Our class consists of incredible videos, activities, 
websites as well as group work.  Come join us and learn 
about the Ocean Environment.   

Have you ever imagined yourself a Jedi or 
Samurai warrior? Do you think you have what it 
takes? Learn the ancient art of the Japanese 
sword in the style of the Yagyu Shinkage-ryu. 
Practice the mental discipline and physical 
conditioning of the 450 year old tradition. You 
will practice silent meditation before a rigorous 
training session begins.  Practice includes: basic 
stances, strikes, blocks, and footwork, which are 
learned through repeated practice drills; 
choreographed partner practice with the teacher 
will ensue after mastering certain techniques.  
We will be practicing with wooden swords, so only 
serious, well behaved 
students should think of 
t ak i n g  th i s  c our se . 
Interested students should 
watch on YOU TUBE: Yagyu 
Skinage-ryu Heiho-37th 
Nippon Kobudo Embutakai at 
the Nippon Budokan. 

~Japanese Swordsmanship~ 

Ocean Sc ience o f  the  NJ  Shore 

Have you been intrigued by Crime Scene  
investigation on TV?  Are you interested in what a 
real forensic scientist does? Do you want to learn 
about fingerprinting? Did you know that not even 
identical twins, have the same fingerprints? Did 
you know that unsolved crime cases are called cold 
cases? Do you want to work like CSI Scientist and 
solve cases? Then come join our Forensic  
investigation team! In this Forensic Science  
elective course, you will do hands on crime scene 
lab investigations and use your science and inquiry 
skills to solve crimes like real CSI scientists! We 
will cover such topics as evidence identification, 
discuss cold cases, crime scene photography, blood 
typing and many other fascinating topics that deal 
with CSI! 


